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  The green economy  

An economy in which policies and innovations enable  
society to generate more of value each year while  
preserving the natural systems that sustain us 
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2012 EEA reports 
1. Towards efficient use of  

water resources in Europe 

2. Status of Freshwater 
ecosystems and 
Biodiversity 

3. Vulnerability 

4. Synthesis 

2009 

2012 2010 

Towards the 2012  
“Blueprint to safeguard  
Europe’s water resources” 

WFD assessment 
Water accounts 
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Four challenges for Europe’s  Waters 

• Overuse of fertilisers and  

diffuse pollution of surface and 

groundwater 

• Water use for irrigation 

• Drainage and  affects of small  

water bodies and wetlands 

• Barriers, transverse structures 

• changes for  water 

abstraction, flow and water 

level regulation 

• Dredging for navigation, and  

abstraction of  e.g. gravel  

 

• Climate changes challenges  

water quantity and quality 

• Water scarcity , droughts are 

increasingly forcing equitable 

resource allocation 

• Flood risks require  rethinking 

of land management 

• Systemic challenges require  

integrated advanced policy 

solutions 

• Communication and solutions 

to be found on River basin 

level   
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Measuring Water Use in a Green Economy 
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Water accounts  conceptual model  

• The UN SD methodology 
(SEEA-W) for accounting  
measures natural resources 
(physical assets) in relation to 
economic activities (monetary 
assets): 

• Balances carried out across the 
inland resource system (natural 
assets) and the economy 

• Exchanges between the different 
components: rain on soil that 
receives irrigation; rivers fill 
reservoirs used for abstraction and 
supply; etc 

• The accounting spatial unit: 
‘territory of reference’,  in SEEA-W 
‘statistical units’ and annual 
average.  

• EEA adapted approach to sub-
basin and monthly assessments  
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Water governance towards 2020 

Knowing hydrological  
reality 

Water accounts;  
water resource  
management  

Challenges 
CC; interdependencies 

systemic risks  

Tailor made measures 
based on 

status and pressure  
assessments, 

WFD implementation 

• Best knowledge base on RBD level 
• Integration quantity and quality 
• Sectoral policy integration 
• Participation/communication & transparancy 
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Cross sectoral integration 
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Challenges and solutions 

• We have a water governance crisis rather than a water 
crisis 

• Good water management needs the right tools to assess 
the hydrological and managerial reality which will enable 
strong water governance to implement equitable and 
efficient allocation 

• Transparancy,  sustainable and equitable water use is a 
social priority and necessity 
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Thank you for your attention 


