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Experiencing
Anarchism

by Sara Ramirez Galindo

It is difficult to write about a tobic like anarchism, which is already contro
versial enough, to people who are familiar with its theory and practice
without being intensely judged and questioned about what is written. Not
that questioning Is wrong s, ‘ Ny .op i

ductive if it Jacks respectfo

please justr
might o

i first leamed of "Anarchismm,® cti stsm the M
United States, through literature given to me by a friend who ha-d tra.veled
to Washington State for the anti-World Trade Organization actions in -
Seattle of 1999. My curiosity about the subject led me to research more
about it. | never read entire books by Proudhon, Bakunin or Emma

' Goldman for lack of time, so | read articles, zines and excerpts of books
instead. Through this literature | learned of an anarchist conference.

This first anarchist conference | attended left me perplexed, fon: | had read
about-anarchisrn as the theory and practice towards the abo.lit.lon of
authority, hierarchies, practicing collectivity and active ?rganluz;ng. The
feeling | got from that conference was uninviting, dry, alienating, e)::tremely
sub-cuttural and life-stylish. | couid not understand many of the thmgs

" meta woman who introduced me to her collective,
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people were talking about in dgscussio_n circles. | could not understand why

- several of them had re-named themselves after plants'and animals. | did
not understand why they wore no deodorant; and it seemed weird to me
that nobody bothered asking others how they were doing, if they needed
anything, o'r even took the time to offer a greeting or a smile. | did not enjoy
the conference but still remained interested in anarchism téilihg myself,
"I'm sure this isn't all there's to it." : :

Once 1 got in contact with a self-defined anarchist group in my région that
was holding weekly meetings, | decided to check them out. The way | was
received by the people in the group was not any different from what I'd
- experienced at my first anarchist conference, except that after the conclu-.
sion of the meeting a couple of women in the group approached me to ask
my name and how I was doing and invited me to their next meeting. | did
not stay in that group long. | never spoke up because | was afraid of saying
.something wreng, something outside the "anarchist® terms they under-
stood, and | did not want to be the cehtg,r of éttenthn if anything 1 asked
became controversial, for | felt none of that "solidarity” and less of that
"collectivity" that anarchism is subposgd to generate. Though some people

_ Were very nice, others were very arrogant, unapproachable and pléin

intimidating, so | moved on.

While visiting "anarchist* groups every now and then, lwas simultaneously

invoived in anti-sweatshop student activism, not because it was the “thing
1o do,” but because my mother, uncles, aunts and myself had worked in
clandestine garment sweatshops before. From this student activist work, |

) the Zapatista Commit-
tee of Los Angeles. ' B :

. That day was the beginning uf a life-changing experience.

Nobody in any activist or typical aharchist organization had greeted me
with hone_st handshakes and looked at me in the eye with interest of
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knowing who | was or what | had to say like the people in this collective

did.  was once again confused because this group was not self-défined as

anarchist, but they based their practices on non-hierarchical, anti-authori- "

' : tarian politics, they did
practica collectivity, held

o OUF weekly reading circles,

communities need and most importantly they
E— were organizing events,
non'tradltlonal . not just shows — these
anarchist projects i ba;euc: e
- ~ plishing truly radical and
that could be
. constantly
assessed to see if.

tion, " self-defined anarchists

determina f-de _
o L P PR who had simply feit the :
SEIf-S.llfﬁ c_l ency needtowork withagroup .
and autonomy. ofpeoplewhocould
3 produce and provide what
mainstream anarchist

circles had not. Upon experiencing anarchism through those events,
groups and people, | constructed this view about today's many types.of....
anarchists: the self-defined image anarchists, the read-only anarchists, the
underground and non-self-defined working anarchists, the anarchists who

are a combination of all these, and others. '

i0

practical goals. And I for
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> Being part of this is my attempt to break up this standardization of
anarchism's current Eurocentric tendencies that, in my opinior_;, could .be
causing some of the stagnation of its theory and practice; .and tlo u;e |F as
a supplement to the gradual dismantling of racism and similar h_:erarchms
of power that unfortunately exist in mainstream anarchism.

1 keep mentioning, "mainstream anarchism"” because in tht=T l_Jnited S'tat'eg,
the only anarchism recognized is that which is externally visible, while it is
in fact being "actively and seribusly" taken into prat_:tice in other parts of .
the worid through struggles that are simply not getting the amount of
solidarity an all-white-boy black-block "action” gets. 1 am certain that thg
anarchist activity iaking place right this minute in Magonista ccmmunitig‘;
in the Mazateca Highlands in Oaxaca (Mexico), and in t_he_ Bolivian region

~ are not the type of anarchist "scene,” we are accustq_med to see, for these
movements include bloody confrontations, t
hope, and most importantly con; i {
realities for U.S. anarchism

aspect lacks the solidarity, the

other, to learn and uniear from each
trust to back each other up.

| was fortunate enough to participate in an amazing event where these ele-
ments of respect, solidarity, inspiration and revitalization were _expenenced.

The Anarchist People of Color Conference in Detroit boosted up m)_/ hqpe
“for.anarchism. This was an event that became cont.roversi'al (to ma?mstrearn
- anarchists) from the very Vb_eginning,l as many consnldered it exclusionary,

"racist” and every other negative thing possible. | did r.mt pay much

attention to this drama, as | knew we wqre_not gathering to plot_a bat'tle

against white anarchists, we were simply i’n need to meet and share ideas
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-creating solidarity,

Our Culture, Our Reslstance: People of Color $peak Out on A lsm, Race, Class and Gender

with each other. It felt humiliating to have to explain to some white and
non-white anarchists why we wanted to meet, We wanted to meet for the -
same reason anarchist women gather separate from anarchist men: to .
empower themselves; we gathered, with similar reasons to those anar-
chists break away from authoritarian nation-state governments: to change
things that were going wrong, ta chiange things in the system. To me this
conference meant meeting people who had experienced the discrimination
I had lived within mainstream anarchist circles. It also meant meeting

individuals who were highiy interested in developing and carrying out

. projects, not just for those in the "scene” or in their cliques, but mainly

with those in their communities (community meaning neighbors, co-
workers, families, etc.), projects that could truly exemplify the ideals of
anarchism rather than simply spending time theoriiing about them,

This conference did not produce‘a separate anarchist group, as that was

not our purpose. We created a different understanding of its practice and
theory. - : bt g '

To us, anarchism meant something divefse, since we all came from
different communities and with different psychological, emotiongl and
spiritual experiences. We stressed on the importance of having serious
commitmenit on building relationships with our community rather than )
encircling ourselves in a subculture that unconsciously excludes others

around us. We also planted that this anarchism we wi

ere talking was non-
vanguardist, non-elitist, non-arrogant, respectful, humble, honest, loving,

gentle land accountable to others. As revolutionary anarchist people of
color, we understood our communities need non-traditional anarchist

projects that could be constantly assessed io see f they are indeed

mutual-aid, self-determination, self-sufficiency and
autonomy. ‘ Lo ’

Experiencing anarchism to me has not been what books say it is. It has
meant how my actions can in fact produce it effectively.
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Hearts Spark Arson
by. Heather Ajani | |

Over the past few years, my involvement in mc_verrien_ts against police
brutality, globalization and other political movements led me on apathto
understanding how race works and how it affects me as a woman of color

' Overthéyears, | have sfudied race theory, women's liberation movem
; classical and contemporary political theory

xperiences. It is because of these academic
hat | write this article, | learned

There is a lot of debats about the political versus the personal. The debate
started hitting mainstream activism during the second wave women's move-
ment. The argument boiled down to whether the personal experiences we

had belonged in political debate, more easily analogized as taking a more

professional approach in our activism, checking personal problems at the
door. To me this argument plays into the colonization of thought we struggle
against each and every day. We use itand other terms to stifle each oth::er
and ourselves, including when we need to be accountable-for our actions.

There have been times in history when the most beautiful revolutions,

. revoits and uprisings have been sparked because of the personal. Such
examples include the abolitionist movement, civil rights movement and
even mother's movements such as the Argentinean group, “Las Madres de
Plaza de Mayd." Some of the most successful movements are borne of
'passicn in one respect or another and that personal drive, commitment,
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_ political ills without emotion, self-criticism and truth,

possible to have the passion hecessary to combat these social and

In AliAbout Lovs, bell hooks stresses the need for openness (ie.hon-
est_y,) nurturing, self-discipline, Justice and love as 3 means fo
pohpcal change. In a recent projec|
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